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Congress want a windfall profits tax. 
That is what the oil companies under-
stand. When we get that up to 100 co-
sponsors, then the oil companies are 
going to start backing off, because 
right now, their foot is on the accel-
erator. They are looking at $3 a gallon, 
$4 a gallon, $5 a gallon. 

We have to stand up for the Amer-
ican people, and that is what we are 
here to do. 

f 

A NEW APPROACH TO ENERGY 
PROBLEMS 

(Mr. JINDAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JINDAL. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tion’s energy prices continue to rise. 
Families and businesses are feeling the 
pinch. We are paying the price for dec-
ades of extra taxes, poor energy policy, 
curtailed exploration and a lack of new 
refineries. 

The Nation needs to take a new ap-
proach to our energy problems. We 
need to break our dependency on for-
eign sources of oil, which leaves us at 
the mercy of foreign powers. To do 
that, we should increase domestic en-
ergy production. 

My bill, H.R. 4761, gives States con-
trol over the waters off their shores 
and encourages them to increase en-
ergy exploration by giving them a 
share of the revenues generated. 

We should increase our development 
of alternative fuels, taking advantage 
of renewable resources, like using corn 
and sugar to produce ethanol or soy-
beans to produce biodiesel. 

Finally, we should help developing 
nations like China and India curb their 
exponentially increasing consumption 
of oil and natural gas, which is driving 
world prices higher. 

India, in particular, is looking to de-
velop nuclear power for domestic, com-
mercial use, and we should work with 
them. This is a good deal for both 
countries. India develops its own self- 
sustaining nuclear power sources, 
which will limit their need for oil and 
natural gas. We get a reduction in the 
demand for world energy, lowering 
prices in the process. 

Clearly, the energy problems facing 
us are too big to use yesterday’s think-
ing. 

f 

THE ‘‘DO LESS THAN NOTHING 
CONGRESS’’ 

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, we have 
heard a lot of problems mentioned on 
the House floor today. We should be 
aware that this House is doing a very 
poor job of addressing any of these 
problems. Why? Because this is one of 
the laziest Congresses in all of Amer-
ican history. 

We are scheduled to meet this year 
fewer days than any Congress since at 
least 1948. And that is even before I was 

born. So far, we are in the 123rd day of 
this year, and yet we have only had 26 
voting days in this body. That is a 
shame. 

This Congress is simply not doing its 
job under Republican leadership. They 
are the ones that set the schedule. 
Harry Truman called that Congress of 
1948 the ‘‘Do Nothing Congress’’ of 1948. 
How do you do less than nothing? 
Sadly, the American people are about 
to find out, thanks to our friends on 
the other side of the aisle. 

f 

COMMENDING STANLY COUNTY 
NATIVE AND AMERICAN IDOL 
CONTESTANT KELLIE PICKLER 

(Mr. HAYES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, today I 
want to congratulate Albemarle, North 
Carolina, native and ‘‘American Idol’’ 
contestant Kellie Pickler for pursuing 
her dream and using her God-given tal-
ent to sing. Kellie is returning home, 
but she consistently received some of 
the highest vote totals of any of the 
other contestants. And it is easy to un-
derstand why. Kellie’s charm and tal-
ent clearly defined her success each 
week as Americans tuned in to the 
most popular show on television. Kellie 
will be returning home to Stanly Coun-
ty and North Carolina a true idol to 
many for her performances, her ex-
traordinary singing voice and the grace 
she personified in front of millions as 
she represented her community, family 
and friends. 

Kellie, we wish you the best. I know 
that great opportunities lie ahead for 
you. 

f 

MEDICARE DRUG PROGRAM 

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, in less 
than 12 days, seniors face a critical 
deadline. By May 15, they must sign up 
for a Medicare prescription drug plan. 
After this date, they will pay a perma-
nent penalty of 1 percent for every 
month that they wait to join, a penalty 
they will pay on top of their premium 
for the rest of their lives. 

I have held more than three dozen 
seminars across my district to help 
seniors navigate through the overly 
complex program, and they keep call-
ing asking for more help. They are un-
derstandably confused by the more 
than 60 different choices that they 
have. The least we can do is give sen-
iors more time to understand their op-
tions so that they can make their best 
choice. 

To do this, Congress must pass the 
Medicare Informed Choice Act which 
would delay the late enrollment pen-
alty, prevent beneficiaries from losing 
their employer-based coverage and 
allow seniors to switch plans if they 

make a mistake. More than 70 percent 
of seniors are asking for more time. It 
is long overdue for Congress to listen 
and make sure that seniors have a pre-
scription drug plan that works for 
them. 

f 

CAPTURE OF MICHAEL BENSON 

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today, as a Member of 
Congress and a parent, to thank the 
many law enforcement officers whose 
hard work resulted in yesterday’s cap-
ture of escaped child sexual predator 
Michael Benson. 

I would also commend John Walsh 
and the viewers of ‘‘America’s Most 
Wanted,’’ who helped make Benson the 
888th criminal apprehended after being 
featured on the show. 

However, I stand here today deeply 
frustrated that obstructionists in the 
other body are using procedural gim-
micks to block passage of the Child 
Safety Act, which the House first 
passed overwhelmingly more than 8 
months ago. 

Mr. Speaker, this act will help our 
children keep safe from predators like 
Michael Benson, and I urge the other 
body to quit obstructing and pass this 
vital bill. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF NAVAL AIR 
STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND 

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to thank the De-
partment of Defense for its recognition 
of Naval Air Station Whidbey Island as 
a model military installation for the 
country. Base Commander Captain Syd 
Abernethy and the Island County com-
munity will accept the Annual Com-
mander-in-Chiefs Award for Installa-
tion Excellence on Friday. 

This award recognizes the hard work 
and exceptional efforts of the people 
who operate NAS Whidbey, and I praise 
that team effort, from the men and 
women on the ground to those in the 
sky. They make this installation run. 

The community and the residents of 
Oak Harbor and Island County play an 
integral role in protecting and pro-
moting NAS Whidbey. It is their sup-
port year after year that makes NAS 
Whidbey great. 

NAS Whidbey has emerged as a na-
tional center of electronic warfare and 
anti-submarine warfare operations. 
These missions will be pivotal to cre-
ating the type of military the Depart-
ment of Defense wants to build in the 
upcoming years. NAS Whidbey will 
likely have to accommodate tremen-
dous growth in the future, and this 
award shows that the team and infra-
structure are in place to do the job. 
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